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iii3RAHAl.I LIKCOLN ON RACE AND SLAVERY. 

1. P r o t e s t  presented i n  t h e  I l l i n o i s  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  which had passed 

a s e t  of r e so lu t ions  dep lo r ing  t h e  r i s e  of a b o l i t i o n i s t  s o c i e t i e s ,  March 1837. 


11Resolut ions upon t h e  s u b j e c t  of domest ic  s l a v e r y  having passed 
both branches of t he  General Assembly a t  i t s  p r e s e n t  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  
undersigned hereby p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  the  passage of t h e  same. 

They be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of s l a v e r y  i s  founded on both 
i n j u s t i c e  and bad pol icy ;  bu t  t h a t  t h e  promulgation of a b o l i t i o n  
d o c t r i n e s  tends r a t h e r  t o  i nc rease  than t o  a b a t e  i t s  e v i l s .  

They be l i eve  t h a t  t he  Congress of t h e  United S t a t e s  has  no power, 
-

under t he  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t o  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  of s l a v e r y  
i n  t h e  d i f f e r e n t  S t a t e s .  

They be l i eve  t h a t  t h e  Congress of t h e  United S t a t e s  h a  t h e  power, 
under t he  c o n s t i t u t i o n ,  t o  a b o l i s h  s l a v e r y  i n  t h e  D i s t r i c t  of  Cclunbia; 
but  t h a t  t h a t  power ought no t  t o  be exerc ised  un le s s  a t  t h e  r eques t  cf 
t h e  people of s a id  D i s t r i c t .  

The d i f f e r e n c e  between these  opinions and those  contained i n  t h e  
szid r e s o l u t i o n s  is  t h e i r  reason f o r  en t e r ing  t h i s  p r o t e s t .  

Dan Stone ,  
A. L incoln ,  

Representa t ives  f roo  t h e  County of Sagamon. 1 1  

2. Undaced fragment on Slavery.  

" I f  A. can prove, however conc lus ive ly ,  t h a t  he may, of r i g h t ,  
ens lave  B.---why may not  B. sna t ch  the  sane  argument, and prove equa l ly ,  
t h a t  he may enslave A.?---

You say A. i s  white ,  and B. i s  black.  It i s  c o l o r ,  t hen ;  t h e  
l i g h t e r ,  having the  r i g h t  t o  ens lave  t h e  da rke r?  Take c a r e .  By 
this r u l e ,  you a r e  t o  be s l a v e  t o  t he  f i r s t  man you meet,  w i th  
a f a i r e r  s k i n  than your own. 

You do not  mean co lo r  exactly?---You mean t h e  wh i t e s  a r e  
intellectually the  s u p e r i o r s  of t h e  b l acks ,  and,  t h e r e f o r e  have t h e  r i g h t  
t o  ens lave  them? Take c a r e  again. By t h i s  r u l e ,  you a r e  t o  be 
s l a v e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  man you meet, w i t h  an  i n t e l l e c t  s u p e r i o r  t o  your 
om.  

But, say you, it i s  a ques t ion  of i n t e r e s t ;  and, i f  you can make 
i t  your i n t e r e s t ,  you have t h e  r i g h t  t o  ens l ave  another .  Very wel l .  
And i f  he  can make i t  h i s  i n t e r e s t ,  he has t h e  r i g h t  t o  ens l ave  you." 

3.  Speech a t  Peor ia ,  I l l i n o i s ,  October 16, 1854. 

The r e p e a l  of t he  Missouri  Compromise "is wrong i n  i t s  d i r e c t  
e f f e c t ,  l e t t i n g  s lavery  i n t o  Kansas and Nebraska---and wrong i n  i ts  
prospec t ive  p r i n c i p l e ,  a l lowing i t  t o  spread t o  every o t h e r  p a r t  
of t h e  wide world, where men can be found i n c l i n e d  t o  t a k e  i t .  

This  dec lared  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  bu t  a s  I must t h i n k ,  c o v e r t  r e a l  z e a l  
f o r  t h e  spread of s l ave ry ,  I can n o t  bu t  ha te .  I h a t e  i t  because of 
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t h e  monstrous i n j u s t i c e  of s l a v e r y  i t s e l f .  I h a t e  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  d e p r i v e s  
o u r  r e p u b l i c a n  example of i t s  j u s t  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  world---enables 
t h e  enemies of f r e e  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  w i t h  p l a u s i b i l i t y ,  t o  t a u n t  u s  as 
hypocr i tes-- -causes  t h e  r e a l  f r i e n d s  of f reedom t o  doubt  o u r  s i n c e r i t y ,  and 
e s p e c i a l l y  because  i t  f o r c e s  s o  many r e a l l y  good men amongst o u r s e l v e s  
i n t o  a n  open war w i t h  t h e  v e r y  fundamenta l  p r i n c i p l e s  of c i v i l  l i b e r t y  
- - - c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  D e c l a r a t i o n  of Independence,  and i n s i s t i n g  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  no r i g h t  p r i n c i p l e  of a c t i o n  b u t  s e l f - i n t e r e s t .  

Before  p roceed ing ,  l e t  me s a y  I t h i n k  I have no p r e j u d i c e  a g a i n s t  
t h e  Sou thern  peop le .  They a r e  j u s t  what we would b e  i n  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n .  
If s l a v e r y  d i d  n o t  now e x i s t  amongst them, t h e y  would n o t  i n t r o d u c e  it. 
I f  i t  d i d  now e x i s t  amongst u s ,  we shou ld  n o t  i n s t a n t l y  g i v e  i t  up. 
T h i s  I b e l i e v e  of t h e  masses n o r t h  and s o u t h . . . .  

When s o u t h e r n  people  t e l l  u s  t h e y  are no more r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
t h e  o r i g i n  of s l a v e r y ,  t h a t  we; I acknowledge t h e  f a c t .  When i t  
i s  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  e x i s t s ;  and t h a t  i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  g e t  r i d  of i t ,  i n  any s a t i s f a c t o r y  way, I can u n d e r s t a n d  and a p p r e c i a t e  
t h e  say ing .  I s u r e l y  w i l l  n o t  blame them f o r  n o t  do ing  what I should 
n o t  know how t o  do myself .  I f  a l l  e a r t h l y  power were  g i v e n  me, 
I shou ld  n o t  know what t o  do ,  a s  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n .  My f i r s t  
impulse  would be  t o  f r e e  a l l  t h e  s l a v e s ,  and send them t o  L iber ia , - - - to  
t h e i r  own n a t i v e  l a n d .  But a noment ' s  r e f l e c t i o n  would conv ince  ine, 
t h a t  whatever  of h igh  hope,  ( a s  I t h i n k  t h e r e  i s )  t h e r e  may be  i n  
t h i s ,  i n  t h e  long r u n ,  i t s  sudden e x e c u t i o n  i s  i m p o s s i b l e .  I f  t h e y  
were  a l l  landed t h e r e  i n  a  day,  t h e y  would a l l  p e r i s h  i n  t h e  n e x t  
t e n  d a y s ;  2nd t h e r e  a r e  n o t  s u r p l u s  s h i p p i n g  and s u r p l u s  money enough 
i n  t h e  world  t o  c a r r y  them t h e r e  i n  many tines t e n  da::s. What t h e n ?  
F r e e  them a l l ,  and keep t h e n  anong u s  a s  u n d e r l i n g s ?  Is i t  q u i t e  
c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h i s  b e t t e r s  t h e i r  - o n a i t i o n ?  I t h i n k  I would n o t  ho ld  
crie in s l a v e r y ,  a t  any r a t e ;  y e t  t h e  p o i c t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  enough f d r  
me t o  denounce p e o p l e  upon. What n e x t ?  F r e e  them, and make them 
p o l i t i c a l l y  and s o c i a l l y  our  e q u a l s ?  My own f e e l i n g s  would n o t  admit  
of t h i s ;  and i f  mine would, we w e l l  know t h a t  t h o s e  of t h e  g r e a t  
m a s s  of  w h i t e  peop le  w i l l  n o t .  Whether t h i s  f e e l i n g  a c c o r d s  w i t h  
j u s t i c e  and sound judgment, i s  n o t  t h e  s o l e  q u e s t i o n ,  i f  i n d e e d ,  
i t  i s  any  p a r t  of i t .  A  u n i v e r s a l  f e e l i n g ,  whether  w e l l  o r  i l l - f o u n d e d ,  
can  n o t  b e  s a f e l y  d i s r e g a r d e d .  We can n o t ,  t h e n ,  make them e q u z l s ,  
It does  seem t o  me t h a t  sys tems of g r a d u a l  emanc ipa t ion  migh t  b e  
adop ted ;  b u t  f o r  t h e i r  t a r d i n e s s  i n  t h i s ,  I w i l l  n o t  u n d e r t a k e  t o  
judge  o u r  b r e t h r e n  of t h e  s o u t h .  

When t h e y  remind u s  of t h e i r  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s ,  I acknowledge 
them, n o t  g rudg ing ly ,  b u t  f u l l y ,  and f a i r l y ;  and I would g i v e  them 
any l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  t h e  r e c l a i m i n g  of t h e i r  f u g i t i v e s ,  which shou ld  
n o t ,  i n  i t s  s t r i n g e n c y ,  b e  mcre l i k e l y  t o  c a r r y  a f r e e  man i n t o  s l a v e r y ,  
t h a n  o u r  o r d i n a r y  c r i m i n a l  laws are t o  hang a n  i n n o c e n t  one.  

But a l l  t h i s ,  t o  my judgment, f u r n i s h e s  no more e x c u s e  f o r  
p e r m i t t i n g  s l a v e r y  t o  go i n t o  o u r  own f r e e  t e r r i t o r y ,  t h a n  i t  would 
f o r  r e v i v i n g  t h e  A f r i c a n  s l a v e  t r a d e  by law. The l aw which f o r b i d s  
t h e  b r i n g i n g  of s l a v e s  from A f r i c a ,  and t h a t  which has s o  l o n g  f o r b i d  
t h e  t a k i n g  them -t o  Nebraska,  can  h a r d l y  b e  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  on  any  
mora l  p r i n c i p l e ;  and t h e  r e p e a l  of t h e  fo rmer  cou ld  f i n d  q u i t e  a s  
p l a u s i b l e  excuses  a s  t h a t  of t h e  l a t t e r . "  
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4 .  To Joshua F. Speed, August 2 4 ,  1855. 

I t  I am not  a Know-Nothing. That i s  c e r t a i n .  How could I be? How 
can any one who abhors t h e  oppress ion  of negroes,  be i n  f avo r  of 
degrading c l a s s e s  of whi te  people? Our progress  i n  degeneracy appears  
t o  me t o  be p r e t t y  r ap id .  A s  a n a t i o n ,  we began by d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  
' a l l  men a r e  c r ea t ed  equal . '  We now p r a c t i c a l l y  read  i t  ' a l l  men 
a r e  c r ea t ed  equal ,  except negroes. '  When t h e  Know-Nothings g e t  c o n t r o l ,  
i t  w i l l  read ' a l l  men a r e  c rea ted  equal ,  except negroes ,  and f o r e i g n e r s ,  
and ca tho l i c s . "  When i t  comes t o  t h i s  I should p r e f e r  emigrat ing 
t o  some country where they make no pre tence  of l ov ing  l iber ty- - - to  
Russia ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  where despotism can be taken pure ,  and without 
t h e  base a l loy  of hypocri=y." 

5. Speech a t  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  June 26,  1857. 

"I t h i n k  t h e  au thors  of [ t h e  Declara t ion  of Independence] intended 
t o  inc lude  men, but they d id  not  in tend  t o  d e c l a r e  a l l  men e q u a l %  
a l l  r e s p e c t s .  They d id  not mean t o  say a l l  were equal  i n  c o l o r ,  s i z e ,  
i n t e l l e c t ,  moral developments, o r  s o c i a l  capac i ty .  They defined wi th  
t o l e r a b l e  d i s t i n c t n e s s ,  i n  what r e s p e c t s  they d id  cons ide r  a l l  men 
c r e a t e d  equal---equal i n  ' c e r t a i n  i n a l i e n a b l e  r i g h t s ,  among which a r e  
l i f e ,  l i b e r t y ,  and the  p u r s u i t  of happiness. '  Th i s  they  s a i d ,  and 
t h i s  they meant. They d id  no t  mean t o  a s s e r t  t h e  obvious u n t r u t h ,  
t h a t  a l l  were then a c t u a l l y  enjoying t h a t  e q u a l i t y ,  nor  y e t ,  t h a t  they  
were about  t o  confer  i t  immediately upon them. I n  f a c t  t hey  had no 
power t o  confer  such a  boon. They meant simply t o  d e c l a r e  t h e  r i g h t ,  
s o  t h a t  the  enforcement of i t  might fo l low a s  f a s t  a s  c ircumstances 
should p e r a i t .  They meant t o  s e t  up a  s tandard  maxim f o r  f r e e  s o c i e t y ,  
which should be f a m i l i a r  t o  a l l ,  and revered by a l l ;  c o n s t a n t l y  looked 
t o ,  c o n s t a n t l y  labored f o r ,  and even though never p e r f e c t l y  a t t a i n e d ,  
c o n s t a n t l y  approximated, and thereby cons t an t ly  spreading  and deepening 
i t s  in f luence ,  and augmenting t h e  happiness and v a l u e  of l i f e  t o  a l l  
people of a l l  c o l o r s  everywhere. The a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  ' a l l  men a r e  
c r e a t e d  equal '  ...was placed i n  t h e  Declarar ion . . . for  f u t u r e  use.  . . [as ]  
a s tumbling block t o  those  who i n  a f t e r  t imes might s eek  t o  t u r n  a 
f r e e  peopleback i n t o  t h e  h a t e f u l  pa ths  of despotism." 

. 6. The House Divided Speech,. June 16, 1858. 

Under t he  f ive-year  o ld  popular sovere ignty  p o l i c y  of t h e  Kansas- 
Nebraska Act,  t h e  s l a v e r y  a g i t a t i o n  "has no t  only,  -no t  ceased ,  bu t  has  
c o n s t a n t l y  augmented. 

I n  9 opinion,  i t  w i l l  n o t  cease, u n t i l  a c r i s i s  s h a l l  have been 
reached, and passed. 


'A  house d iv ided  a g a i n s t  i t s e l f  cannot s t and . '  

I b e l i e v e  t h i s  government cannot endure, permanently h a l f  s l a v e  


and h a l f  f r e e .  

I do not  expect  t h e  Union t o  be dissolved---I do n o t  expect  t h e  


house t o  fall---but I do expect i t  w i l l  cease  t o  b e  d iv ided .  . 

It w i l l  become one th ing ,  o r  a l l  t he  o t h e r .  
-
E i t h e r  t h e  opponents of s l ave ry ,  w i l l  a r r e s t  t h e  f u r t h e r  spread 
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of i t ,  and p lace  i t  where t h e  pub l i c  mind s h a l l  r e s t  i n  t h e  b e l i e f  
t h a t  i t  is  i n  course of u l t i m a t e  e x t i n c t i o n ;  o r  i t s  advocates  w i l l  
push i t  forward, t i l l  i t  s h a l l  become a l i k e  lawful  i n  a l l  t h e  S t a t e s ,  -
-o ld  a s  w e l l  a s  =---North a s  w e l l  a s  South. 

Have w e  no tendency t o  t h e  l a t t e r  cond i t i on?  
Let  any one who doubts ,  c a r e f u l l y  contemplate t h a t  now almost 

complete l e g a l  combination---piece of machinery s o  t o  speak---compounded 
of t he  Nebraska d o c t r i n e ,  and t h e  Dred S c o t t  dec is ion ."  

7. Excerpts  from t h e  Lincoln-Douglas Debates, 1858. 

Lincoln  a t  Ottawa (which he l a t e r  descr ibed  a s  a b o l i t i o n i s t  country) :  
I1Anything t h a t  argues m e  i n t o  t h i s  i d e a  of p e r f e c t  s o c i a l  and 

p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  wi th  t h e  negro, i s  but  a spec ious  and f a n t a s t i c  
arrangement of words by which a  man can prove a  h o r s e  ches tnu t  t o  be 
a ches tnu t  horse.  [Laughter . ]  I w i l l  s ay  he re ,  whi le  upon t h i s  s u b j e c t ,  
t h a t  I have no purpose d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  t o  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  t h e  
i n s t i t u t i o n  of s l ave ry  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  where i t  e x i s t s .  I b e l i e v e  I 
have no lawful  r i g h t  t o  do s o ,  and I have no i n c l i n a t i o n  t o  do so. 
I have no purpose t o  i n t roduce  p o l i t i c a l  and s o c i a l  e q u a l i t y  between 
t h e  wh i t e  and t h e  b lack  r aces .  There is a phys i ca l  d i f f e r e n c e  between 
t h e  two, which i n  my judgment w i l l  probably fo reve r  f o r b i d  t h e i r  l i v i n g  
toge the r  upon the  f o o t i n g  of p e r f e c t  e q u a l i t y ,  and inasmuch a s  it becomes 
a n e c e s s i t y  t h a t  t h e r e  must be a d i f f e r e n c e ,  I ,  a s  w e l l  a s  Judge Douglas, 
a m  i n  f avo r  of having t h e  r a c e  t o  which I belong, having t h e  s u p e r i o r  
p o s i t i o n .  I have never s a i d  anything t o  t h e  c c n t r a r y ,  bu t  I hold t h a t  
notwithstanding a l l  t h i s ,  t h e r e  i s  no reason i n  t h e  world why t h e  
negro i s  not  e n t i t l e d  t o  a l l  t h e  n a t u r a l  r i g h t s  enumerated i n  t h e  Dec la ra t ion  
of independence, t h e  r i g h t  t o  l i f e ,  l i b e r t y  and t h e  p u r s u i t  of happiness.  
[Loud chee r s . ]  I hold t h a t  he i s  a s  much e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e s e  a s  t he  wh i t e  
man. I agree wi th  Judge Douglas he i s  not my equal  i n  many respects--- 
c e r t a i n l y  not  i n  c o l o r ,  perhaps not  i n  moral o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  endowment. 
But i n  t he  r i g h t  t o  e a t  t h e  bread,  without  l e a v e  of anybody e l s e ,  
which h i s  ow: hand earns ,  he i s  my equal  and t h e  equa l  of Judge Douglas, 
and t h e  equal  of every l i v i n g  man. [Great  applause.]" 

Lincoln a t  Charleston,  I l l i n o i s  ( i n  t h e  southern  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e ) :  
I I I am not  nor  ever  have been i n  favor  of b r ing ing  about i n  any 

way t h e  s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  of t h e  w h i t e  and b l ack  r a c e s  
[applause]---that I am no t  nor  ever  have been i n  f avo r  of making v o t e r s  
o r  j u r o r s  of negroes,  nor of qua l i fy ing  them t o  hold o f f i c e ,  nor t o  
i n t e rmar ry  wi th  whi te  people; and I w i l l  say  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  t h a t  
t h e r e  is  a phys i ca l  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  whi te  and b l ack  r a c e s  which 
I b e l i e v e  w i l l  f o r  ever  f o r b i d  t h e  two r a c e s  l i v i n g  t o g e t h e r  on t e r n s  
of s o c i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  equa l i t y .  And inasmuch a s  they  cannot s o  l ive ,  
wh i l e  they  do remain toge the r  t h e r e  must be t h e  p o s i t i o n  of supe r io r  
and i n f e r i o r ,  and I a s  much a s  any o t h e r  man am i n  f a v o r  of having 
t h e  s u p e r i o r  p o s i t i o n  ass igned  t o  t h e  whi te  r ace .  I s a y  upon t h i s  
occas ion  I do not  perce ive  t h a t  because t h e  wh i t e  man i s  t o  have t h e  
s u p e r i o r  p o s i t i o n  t h e  negro should be denied every th ing .  I do not  
understand t h a t  because I do no t  want a negro woman f o r  a s l a v e  I 
must n e c e s s a r i l y  want her  f o r  a  wi fe .  [Cheers and laughter . ]  .My under-
s t and ing  i s  t h a t  I can j u s t  l e t  h e r  a lone .  I am now i n  my f i f t e i t h  
year  and I c e r t a i n l y  never have had a b lack  woman f o r  e i t h e r  a s l a v e  
o r  a  wi fe .  So i t  seems t o  me q u i t e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  g e t  a long without  
making e i t h e r  s l a v e s  or  wives of negroes." 
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8 .  To Horace G r e e l y ,  E x e c u t i v e  Mansion, Washington,  August 2 2 ,  1862.  

...11I would s a v e  t h e  Union. I would s a v e  i t  t h e  s h o r t e s t  way 
under t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  The sooner  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a u t h o r i t y  can  b e  
r e s t o r e d ,  t h e  n e a r e r  t h e  Union w i l l  be ' t h e  Union a s  i t  was. '  I f  
t h e r e  be  t h o s e  who would n o t  s a v e  t h e  Union, u n l e s s  t h e y  could  a t  
t h e  same t ime  s a v e  s l a v e r y ,  I do n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  them. I f  t h e r e  be  t h o s e  
who would n o t  s a v e  t h e  Union u n l e s s  they  cou ld  a t  t h e  same t i m e  d e s t r o y  
s l a v e r y ,  I do n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  them. My paramount o b j e c t  i n  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  

-i s  t o  s a v e  t h e  Union, and is  n o t  e i t h e r  t o  s a v e  o r  t o  d e s t r o y  s l a v e r y .  
I f  I cou ld  s a v e  t h e  Union w i t h o u t  f r e e i n g  any s l a v e  I would do i t ;  and 
i f  I cou ld  s a v e  i t  by f r e e i n g  a l l  t h e  s l a v e s  I would do i t ,  and i f  
I c o u l d  s a v e  i t  by f r e e i n g  some and l e a v i n g  o t h e r s  a l o n e  I would a l s o  
d o  t h a t .  What I do abou t  s l a v e r y ,  and t h e  c o l o r e d  r a c e ,  I do because  
I b e l i e v e  i t  h e l p s  t o  s a v e  t h e  Union; and what I f o r b e a r ,  I f o r b e a r  
b e c a u s e  I do not b e l i e v e  i t  would h e l p  t o  s a v e  t h e  Union. I s h a l l  do 
less whenever I s h a l l  b e l i e v e  what I am do ing  h u r t s  t h e  c a u s e ,  and 
I s h a l l  do more whenever I s h a l l  b e l i e v e  do ing  more w i l l  h e l p  t h e  cause .  
I s h a l l  t r y  t o  c o r r e c t  e r r o r s  when shown t o  b e  e r r o r s ;  and I s h a l l  adopt  
new views s o  f a s t  as t h e y  s h a l l  appear  t o  be  t r u e  views." 

(NOTE. L i n c o l n  i s s u e d  h i s  "p re l iminary"  Emancipation Proc lamat ion  on 
September 2 2 ,  1862, f o l l o w i n g  t h e  b a t t l e  of Antietam. H e  t h e r e  promised 
t o  d e c l a r e  s l a v e r y  a b o l i s h e d  i n  a l l  a r e a s  s t i l l  i n  r e b e l l i o n  on January  1, 
1863. The promise was f u l f i l l e d  on New Y e a r ' s  Day, 1863.)  

9 .  The Get tysburg  Address.  November 1 9 ,  1863. -

"Four s c o r ?  and seven y e a r s  ago o u r  f a t h e r s  b rought  f o r t h  on t h i s  

c o n t i n e n t ,  a  new n a t i o n ,  conceived i n  L i b e r t y ,  and d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  pro- 

p o s i t i o n  t h a t  a l l  men a r e  c r e a t e d  equa l .  


I INow we a r e  engaged i n  a g r e a t  c i v i l  w a r ,  t e s t i n g  whe ther  t h a t  
n a t i o n  o r  any n a t i o n  s o  conceived and s o  d e d i c a t e d ,  can l o n g  endure .  We 
a r e  met on a g r e a t  b a t t l e - f i e l d  o f  t h a t  war. We have come t o  d e d i c a t e  a 
p o r t i o n  of t h a t  f i e l d ,  as a f i n a l  r e s t i n g  p l a c e  f o r  t h o s e  who h e r e  gave t h e i r  
l i v e s  t h a t  t h a t  n a t i o n  might l i v e .  I t  is a l t o g e t h e r  f i t t i n g  and p roper  
t h a t  we s h o u l d  do t h i s .  

I IBut ,  i n  a l a r g e r  s e n s e ,  we can n o t  dedicate---we c a n  n o t  consecrate--- 

we can n o t  hallow---this ground. The b r a v e  men, l i v i n g  and  dead,  who 

s t r u g g l e d  h e r e ,  have c o n s e c r a t e d  i t ,  f a r  above o u r  poor  power t o  add o r  

d e t r a c t .  The world  w i l l  l i t t l e  n o t e ,  n o r  l o n g  remember what  we s a y  h e r e ,  

b u t  i t  can n e v e r  f o r g e t  what they d i d  h e r e .  It is  f o r  u s  t h e  l i v i n g ,  

r a t h e r ,  t o  be  d e d i c a t e d  h e r e  t o  t h e  u n f i n i s h e d  work ~ h i c h  t h e y  who 

f o u g h t  h e r e  have t h u s  f a r  s o  nobly  advanced. I t  i s  r a t h e r  f o r  u s  t o  b e  

h e r e  d e d i c a t e d  t o  t h e  g r e a t  t a s k  remaining b e f o r e  us---that from t h e s e  

honored dead w e  t a k e  i n c r e a s e d  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h a t  cause  f o r  which they gave 

t h e  l a s t  f u l l  measure of devotion---that  we h e r e  h i g h l y  r e s o l v e  t h a t  t h e s e  

dead s h a l l  n o t  have d i e d  i n  vain---that  t h i s  n a t i o n ,  under  God, s h a l l  have 

a new b i r t h  o f  freedom---and t h a t  government o f  t h e  p e o p l e ,  by t h e  peop le ,  

f o r  t h e  peop le ,  s h a l l  n o t  p e r i s h  from t h e  e a r t h . "  




1 0 .  To General James J. Wadsworth, 1864. 

"How t o  b e t t e r  t h e  cond i t i on  of t h e  co lored  r a c e  has  long been 
a  s tudy which has a t t r a c t e d  my s e r i o u s  and c a r e f u l  a t c e n t i o n ;  hence 

I th ink  I am c l e a r  and decided a s  t o  what course  I s h a l l  pursue i n  

the premises,  regard ing  i t  a r e l i g i o u s  duty ,  a s  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  guardian 

of t h e s e  people,  who have s o  h e r o i c a l l y  v i n d i c a t e d  t h e i r  manhood 

on the  b a t t l e f i e l d ,  where, i n  a s s i s t i n g  t o  save  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  

Republic,  they have demonstrated i n  blood t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  t h e  b a l l o t ,  

which i s  bu t  a human p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  f l a g  they have s o  f e a r l e s s l y  

defended. 


The r e s t o r a t i o n  of t h e  Rebel S t a t e s  t o  t h e  Union must r e s t  upon 

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of c i v i l  and p o l i t i c a l  e q u a l i t y  of bo th  r a c e s ;  and i t  

must be  sea l ed  by gene ra l  amnesty." 


j1.. To Michael Hahn, March 13, 1864. 

"I congra tu l a t e  you on having f ixed  your name i n  h i s t o r y  a s  t h e  
f i r s t  f r e e - s t a t e  Governor of Louisiana. Now you a r e  about  t o  have 
a Convention which, among o t h e r  t h ings ,  w i l l  probably d e f i n e  t h e  
e l e c t i v e  f r anch i se .  I b a r e l y  suggest  f o r  your p r i v a t e  cons ide ra t ion ,  
whether some of t h e  colored people may no t  be l e t  in---as, f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  t he  very i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  t hose  who have fought 
g a l l a n t l y  i n  our ranks.  They would probably he lp ,  i n  some t r y i n g  
time t o  come, t o  keep t h e  jewel of l i b e r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  fami ly  of freedom. 
But t h i s  i s  only a  sugges t ion ,  no t  t o  t h e  p u b l i c ,  b u t  t o  you alone." 

(Note: h i s  sugges t ion  w a s  n o t  followed.) 

1 2 .  Second Inaugural  Address ,  March 4 ,  1865. 

..."[Four yea r s  ago] one e i g h t h  of t he  whole popula t ion  were colored 
s l a v e s ,  no t  d i s t r i b u t e d  g e n e r a l l y  over t h e  Union, bu t  l o c a l i z e d  i n  t h e  
Southern p a r t  of i t .  These s l a v e s  c o n s t i t u t e d  a p e c u l i a r  and powerful 
i n t e r e s t .  A l l  knew t h a t  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  was, somehow, t h e  cause  of t h e  
war. To s t r eng then ,  pe rpe tua t e ,  and extend t h i s  i n t e r e s t  was t h e  
ob jec t  f o r  whichthe in su rgen t s  would rend t h e  Union, even by war; 
while  t h e  government claimed no r i g h t  t o  do more than  t o  r e s t r i c t  t h e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  enlargement of it .  Neither  p a r t y  expected f o r  t h e  war, 
t h e  magnitude, o r  t h e  d u r a t i o n ,  which it has  a l r eady  a t t a i n e d .  
Nei ther  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h a t  t h e  cause of t h e  c o n f l i c t  might cease  wi th ,  
o r  even be fo re ,  t h e  c o n f l i c t  i t s e l f  should cease.  Each looked f o r  
an  e a s i e r  triuniph, and a r e s u l t  l e s s  fundamental and astounding.  
Bothread t h e  same Bib le ,  and pray t o  t h e  same God; and each invokes 
H i s  a i d  a g a i n s t  t h e  other . . .The prayers  of both could no t  be  answered; 
t h a t  of n e i t h e r  has  been answered f u l l y .  The Almightyhas H i s  own 
purposes.  ...I f  we s h a l l  suppose t h a t  Ainerican Slavery  is  one of those  
of fences  which, i n  t h e  providence of God, must needs come, bu t  which, 
having continued through H i s  appointed time, H e  now w i l l s  t o  remove, 
and t h a t  He g ives  t o  both North and South, t h i s  t e r r i b l e  w a r ,  as t h e  
woe due t o  those  by whom t h e  o f f ence  came, s h a l l  we d i s c e r n  t h e r e i n  
any depa r tu re  from those  d i v i n e  a t t r i b u t e s  which t h e  b e l i e v e r s  i n  a  
Living God always a s c r i b e  t o  Him? Fondly do w e  hope---fervently do w e  
pray---that t h i s  mighty scourge of war may speed i ly  p a s s  away. Yet,  
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i f  God w i l l s  t h a t  i t  con t inue ,  m i t i l  a l l  t h e  weal th  p i l e d  by t h e  bond- 
man's two hundred and f i f t y  y e a r s  of unrequi ted  t o i l  s h a l l  be  sunk, 
and u n t i l  every drop of blood drawn w i t h  the  l a s h ,  s h a l l  be paid by 
another  drawn w i t h  t h e  sword, a s  was s a i d  t h r e e  thousand yea r s  ago, 
s o  s t i l l  i t  must be s a i d  ' t h e  judgments of t h e  Lord, a r e  t r u e  and 
r igh teous  a l t o g e t h e r . '  

With malice toward none; with  c h a r i t y  f o r  a l l ;  wi th  f i rmness  i n  
t h e  r i g h t ,  a s  God g ives  u s  t o  s e e  t h e  r i g h t ,  l e t  u s  s t r i v e  on t o  f i n i s h  
t h e  work we a r e  i n ;  t o  bind up t h e  n a t i o n ' s  wounds; t o  c a r e  f o r  him 
who s h a l l  have borne t h e  b a t t l e ,  and f o r  h i s  widow, and h i s  orphan--- 
t o  do a l l  which may achieve  and c h e r i s h  a j u s t ,  and a l a s t i n g  peace, 
among ou r se lves ,  and wi th  a l l  nat ions."  

1.. Lincoln ' s  l a s t  speech,  A p r i l  11, 1765. 

..."The amount of cons t i t uency...on which t h e  new Louisiana government 
r e s t s ,  would be more s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  a l l ,  i f  i t  contained f i f t y ,  t h i r t y ,  o r  
even twenty thousand, i n s t e a d  of only about twelve thousand, a s  i t  does. It 
is a l s o  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  some t h a t  t h e  e l e c t i v e  f r a n c h i s e  i s  not  g iven  
t o  t h e  colored man. I would myself p r e f e r  t h a t  i t  were now conferred on t h e  
very  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  and on those  who s e r v e  our cause  a s  s o l d i e r s ,  S t i l l  
t h e  ques t ion  is no t  whether  t h e  Louis iana  government, a s  i t  s t ands ,  is  
q u i t e  a l l  t h a t  is  d e s i r a b l e .  The ques t ion  is  ' W i l l  i t  be wiser  t o  t a k e  
i t  a s  i t  is,  and he lp  t o  improve it; o r  t o  r e j e c t ,  and 
d i s p e r s e  i t ? '  'Can Louis iana  be brought i n t o  proper  p r a c t i c a l  r e l a t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  Union sooner by s u s t a i n i n g ,  o r  by d i s c a r d i n g  her  new S t a t e  
Government ? ' 

. 1' Some twelve thousand v o t e r s  i n  t h e  h e r e t o f o r e  s l a v e - s t a t e  of Louis iana  
have sworn a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  Union, assumed t o  be t h e  r i g h t f u l  p o l i t i c a l  
power of t h d ' s t a t e ,  held e l e c t i o n s ,  organized a  s t a t e  government, adopted 
a f r e e - s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i n n ,  g iv ing  t h e  b e n e f i t  of p u b l i c  schools  equa l ly  
t o  b lack  and white ,  and empowering t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  confer  t h e ' e l e c t i v e  

f r a n c h i s e  upon t h e  co lored  man. T h e i r  L e g i s l a t u r e  has  a l r eady  voted 

t o  r a t i f y  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment r e c e n t l y  passed by Congress, 

abo l i sh ing  s l a v e r y  throughout t h e  na t ion .  These twelve thousand persons 

a r e  thus  f u l l y  committed t o  t h e  Union, and t o  pe rpe tua l  freedom i n  

t h e  state---committed t o  t h e  ve ry  th ings ,and  n e a r l y  a l l  t h e  t h ings  t h e  

n a t i o n  wants. . . .If . . .we recognize ,  and s u s t a i n  t h e  new government 

of Louisiana...we encourage t h e  h e a r t s ,  and ne rve  t h e  arms of t h e  twelve 

thousand t o  adhere t o  t h e i r  work, andargue  f o r  i t ,  and p r o s e l ~ e  f o r  

i t ,  and f i g h t  f o r  i t ,  and f eed  i t ,  and grow i t ,  and r i p e n  i t  t o  a complete 

success .  The co lored  man too ,  i n  s ee ing  a l l  u n i t e d  f o r  him, is  i n s p i r e d  

w i th  v i g i l a n c e ,  and energy, and da r ing ,  t o  t h e  same end. Grant t h a t  

he d e s i r e s  t h e  e l e c t i v e  f r a n c h i s e ,  w i l l  he  n o t  a t t a i n  i t  sooner by 

sav ing  t h e  a l r eady  advanced s t e p s  toward i t ,  than  by running backward 

over  them? Concede t h a t  t h e  new government of Louis iana  i s  only  t o  

what it  should be  a s  t h e  egg is  t o  t h e  fowl,  we s h a l l  sooner have 

t h e  fowl by hatching the  egg than  by smashing i t ? . . . .  


"What has been s a i d  of Louisiana w i l l  apply  g e n e r a l l y  t o  o t h e r  S t a t e s .  

And y e t  s o  g r e a t  p e c u l i a r i t i e s  p e r t a i n  t o  each s t a t e ;  and.such 

important  and sudden changes occur  i n  t h e  same s t a t e ;  and, w i t h a l ,  

s o  new and unprecedented is t h e  whole ca se ,  t h a t  no exc lus ive ,  and 

i n f l e x i b l e  p l an  can s a f e l y  b e  p re sc r ibed  a s  t o  d e t a i l s  and c o l a t t e r a l s .  

Such exc lus ive ,  and i n f l e x i b l e  p lan ,  would s u r e l y  become a new 

entanglement. Important p r i n c i p l e s  may, and must,  be i n f l e x i b l e .  


I n t h e p r e s e n t  ' s i t u a t i o n '  a s  t h e  phrase  goes,  i t  may b e  my duty 

t o  make some new announcement t o  t h e  people of t h e  South. I a m  con-

s i d e r i n g ,  and s h a l l  no t  f a i l  t o  a c t ,  when s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  a c t i o n  w i l l  

b e  proper." 
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